
A Resolution in Support of a Center for Latino/ Hispanic Students 

1 WHEREAS, the Associated Students Inc. (/\S I) of California State Un ivers ity San Marcos 
2 (CSUSM) is the offic ial representative body. and the voice of CSUSM"s more 

3 than I 0,200 students and is entrusted to represent the best interests of our 
4 constituents: and 

5 WHEREAS, it is the mission of AS I to educate students on issues that impact them. and 

6 advocate for the student perspective to the appropriate parties, which include the -

7 University administration and faculty. government reprcsentati\'es and age ncies 

8 on the local. statewide and national levels: and 

9 WHEREAS, in the Spring or 20 IO the U.S . Depanment of Education designated CS USM as a 

10 Hispanic Serving Institution (HSI). HSI designation is awarded to institutions 

11 having at least a 25 percent Hispanic student population. Cu rrently 36 percent of 

12 the students CSU SM serves identify as Hispanic/ Latino 1 
; and 

13 

14 WHEREAS, a recent report by the Campaign for College Opportunity found that fewer than 

15 hair or Latinos graduate CSU within six years 2
. Research demonstrates that 

16 Latino students tend to face two cri tical tasks in their development during their 

17 transition to col lege: handling racism and building community 3 
; and 

18 WHEREAS, the University's mission aims at providing a range of services that respond to the 
19 needs ofa student body with diverse backgrounds: and 

20 WHER EAS, CSUSM has Memorandums of Understanding with nine sc hool 

21 districts/programs wh ich include Fallbrook, San Marcos and Vista. all which have 

22 high populations of Latino Swdcnts. This is a ligned with the regional needs of 

23 the community. which is once again pan of the mission of CS USM : and 

24 WHEREAS, !"he San hancisco Gate reports that C1lifornia is sct to become the second 
25 l..atino- majorit) state in the rrntiLrn. a~ the percentage or· Lati110s in the ropulation 

26 i~ expected lL) surpass that or non-1 li ~panic Whites by th is IV1arch 3 
. I IO\\ c,-cr. 

27 only 11 % or Latino :idults hm·e earned at least a bachelor's degree compared to 

28 J9% oi' \\ hiks2 
; and 
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29 WHEREAS, the creat ion of'a center to support Latino students can facilitate Latino students 
30 ability to build a sense or cornm unity, and enhance their sense of belonging and 
31 engagement at CSUSM wh ile also addressing other needs or Latino students3 

; and 
32 

33 WHEREAS, the creation ofa center to support Latino students would provide all students with 
34 more opportun ities to develop their intercultural knowledge by providing a space 
35 where Latino cu lture can be shared and explored; and 
36 

37 WHEREAS, research informs us that co-curricular resources such as a center for Latino 
38 students can be key to promoting Latino success 4 and can raise the quality of 
39 in fo rmal socia l interactions across race ; and 
40 
41 

42 WHEREAS, a report b) the C:m,paign for College Opportunit) concludes that the ccnnomit; 
43 ~ccurity of California is tinl direct!) to l.atin o co llege success 2

• and research has 
44 ~hcmn that Uni\'ersit) initiati ves that promotL: di,c r~ ity en ha nce 
45 students' acadcmic c:-..pcri ence; thereltirc. v-1hcn we im prove Latino educational 

46 outcomes in California. wc all benefit; and 

47 NOW, THEREFORE BE TT 

48 RESOLVED, that the ASI of CSUSM supports the creation of a Center for Latino/I Iispanic-
49 students through the Division or Student Affa irs or Associated Students Inc: and 

50 be it furt her 

51 RESOLVED, that AS! of CS USM wil l take an ac ti ve role in advocating fo r hi gher education 
52 and the studen ts we serve through efforts that increase graduation and retention 

53 rates: and be it further 

54 RESOLVED, that the students of Ca l State San Marcos take part in the planning stages. vision 

55 and bu ilding of the mission statement fo r the Hispanic/Latino t;enter; and be it 

56 final ly 

57 RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be dist ri buted wide ly. including, bu t not limited to, 
58 CSU Board of Trustees, CSU Chancel lor Timothy White, CS USM President 
59 Karen Haynes. the Cougar Chronic le, CS USM Orfice of Communication. the 
60 CSUSM Alu mn i Assoc iation. and the San Diego Union Tribune. 
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