
FALL MSW APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 
Please review all instructions on this document BEFORE starting the application. 
You will need unofficial copies of your transcripts to complete your application. 

A. Click the following application link: https://calstate.liaisoncas.com/
B. Click the “Create an Account” link and follow the instructions to create your account. Be 

sure to write down your username and password to use at a later time.
C. Update the “Complete Your Profile” page with your specific information and click the “Save 

Changes” button.
D. Using the search bar on the Add Programs page, type in “Social Work”. Scroll down to San 

Marcos.
E. If you are applying for the 1 or 2-year Hybrid MSW program, under SAN MARCOS 

GRADUATE, select Social Work
If you are applying for the 3-year Regional Online MSW Program, under SAN MARCOS 
EXTENDED LEARNING, select MSW - Master of Social Work Three-year - Online
You select the program option by clicking the “+” mark next to the desired program and 
then click the “Continue” button at the bottom of the page.

F. Click the “Continue To My Application” button.
G. Complete each section of the application as detailed below:

https://calstate.liaisoncas.com/applicant-ux/#/login
https://calstate.liaisoncas.com/


FALL MSW APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 

SECTION I. Personal Information 

• Complete ALL sections as requested

SECTION II. Academic History 

• Colleges Attended:
o Add ALL postsecondary institutions you have attended regardless of the grades

or credits earned
• GPA Entries:

o Enter your cumulative GPA earned for each of your postsecondary institutions
• Standardized Tests:

o Click the “I am not adding any standardized tests” button

SECTION III: Supporting Information 

• Experiences:
o Click the “I am not adding any experiences” button



FALL MSW APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 

SECTION IV. Program Materials 

• QUESTIONS tab
o Answer all questions, acknowledgments, and disclosures

• DOCUMENTS tab
o Upload your Resume and Personal Statement

 See the “How to Apply” page of the Social Work department website for 
the personal statement prompt and resume information/sample

 The personal statement must answer ALL questions from the prompt in 
order to be considered- maximum of 2 pages

 The Resume must include your current accurate contact information: 
name, email address, and phone number

• Experience (paid or volunteer) in the social work or human 
services field is not required, but please be sure to include any 
that you do have

• RECOMMENDATIONS tab
o Enter the names and email addresses for your three references

 They will be sent an email containing a link to complete the 
recommendation electronically

 There is not an option for them to attach a letter. However, they may 
copy and paste the text from their letter into the text box on the form

Final Steps for Cal State Apply 

• Review, finalize and pay the application fee. Once you have completed your review and 
paid the application fee, submit your application.

o Your application will not officially be submitted until payment has been received.
• Upon submission of your application, you will receive an email within 48 hours 

confirming the receipt of your application. If you do not receive a confirmation email, 
please contact us at socialwork@csusm.edu.

https://www.csusm.edu/socialwork/admissions/howtoapply.html
mailto:el@csusm.edu
mailto:socialwork@csusm.edu



